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tizing on insufficient evidence, of stating as fact what is really
possibility or is merely logical deduction, and of reading into
and not between the lines of what evidence there is.
The examination of the situation in 1927 falls naturally into
four parts; firstly, the nature of the political problem; secondly,
the formation and action of the Right coalition; thirdly, the new
Stresemann policy; and, fourthly, the nature and importance of
the opposition to it. These discussed, the narrative of fact may
be resumed.
If, at the end of 1927, Germany had achieved a brilliant success
in foreign policy, that success had been won at a serious cost.
For reasons of state, it was a cost that possibly could not but
have been incurred, but its payment involved Germany in a
political deficit which, unless it were effectually wiped out,
would be a burden that would involve in disaster the political
system that had incurred it. The cost was the complete cessation
of ordered internal political development while the foreign
political issue was being settled.
The whole blame for such a cessation is now being laid partly
on the republican system itself, partly on the republican statesmen
and politicians. Blameworthy the latter undoubtedly were, but
the difficulties of their situation are hardly appreciated by the
critics. With the best will in the world they could not have
dominated the situation, because certain essentials of it were
outwith their control. The national boundaries were not fixed
till 1921; the rule of the central government was not effective
within the limits of the constitution till 1924; and not until 1926
had Germany recovered a relative freedom from the pressure
and intervention of her late enemies: even in 1927 she was still
under "servitude" both politically and economically. It is very
difficult to see how even a Bismarck could have secured normal
political development in what were abnormal political conditions
not very unlike those obtaining in war.
From 1919 to 1923 the paramount necessity had been to stave
off dissolution, to maintain the state in its constitutional form,
and to preserve a semblance of government, After 1923, when

